MCPHAIL MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT WORSHIP
The Third Sunday in Advent, December 14 2025

“In the mud and scum of things, there always, always something sings”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson
THE PRELUDE AS WE GATHER

“‘Noél huron” Dénis Bedard
“Sing We Now of Christmas” arr. Douglas Wagner

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE INVITATION TO WORSHIP
LEADER: God has set this day before us,

PEOPLE: A day set apart, a day of rest and praise.

LEADER: God has set our lives before us,

PEOPLE: A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve.
LEADER: God has set a seal upon our hearts,

PEOPLE: So that we might live fully in deep love.

ALL: Come, let us now worship God.

THE CAROL  “Angels From the Realms of Glory” #174
(vv. 1,2,3,5)

PRAYER (together)

God of joy and exultation, You strengthen what is weak; You enrich the poor;
You give hope to those who live in fear. Look upon our needs this day.

Help us hear the good news of life everlasting. Keep us faithful in your
service. We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sung Softly Together
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set your people free;
From our fears and sings release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation; Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation; Joy of every longing heart.

THE RESPONSIVE PSALM From Psalm 16

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
| have a goodly heritage.
God is at my right hand, | shall not be moved.
My heart is glad, and my soul rejoices
You do not give me up to death,
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
In your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
THE CAROL “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #157
THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE
Advent Song (together) “A Candle is Burning” Tune: Away in a Manger

A candle is burning, a candle of JOY,

A candle to welcome brave Mary's new boy.

Our hearts fill with wonder and eyes light and glow.
As joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow.

The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle

SPECIAL PRESENTATION “Jesus is Born!”
Devante, Denalia and Divine Greene

(The congregation is invited to join in the carols)

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” #155 (vw. 1, 2)
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” #169

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”  #172 (vv. 1,2)
“ Angels We Have Heard on High” #152 (vv.1,3)

“‘Away in a Manger” #149



SCRIPTURE READINGS

“‘Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with

gladness; come into his presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is
he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Give
thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love
endures for ever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100)

“‘Rejoice always....give thanks in all circumstances”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS

Offertory Music “Born Is He, the Divine Christ Child” Patricia Harris
Sung response

As they offered gifts most rare, at that manger rude and bare,

So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

Offering Prayer

A TIME OF SHARING: A Story of Joy Dennis Kemp
THE PASTORAL PRAYER

CAROL “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #157
THE SERMON Sunnyside

CLOSING CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #171

THE BENEDICTION

THE GOING FORTH (together)
Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang,
Proclaiming thy royal decree,
But in lowly birth thou didst come to earth, and in great humility:
O come, to my heart, Lord Jesus—There is room in my heart for Thee!
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Since 1888, a church
Creating Hope, Changing Lives.
Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow.

Everyone is Welcome!

Sunday, December 14,2025
The Third Sunday in Advent



ORGAN POSTLUDE “Joy to the World” setting by Don Hustad
OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP IS ENDED: OUR SERVICE IN THE WORLD BEGINS

Welcome to our service of worship today. Please join us downstairs following
the service for our church family Christmas lunch. If you are visiting with us,
please sign the guest book at the back of the sanctuary.

Christmas is Coming.....

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS

You are invited to consider helping to beautify our sanctuary for the Christmas
season by "sponsoring a poinsettia” in memory or in honour of a loved one. A
list will be inserted in the Sunday calendar on December 22 recognizing your
generosity and the names of those whom we remember. Please speak to Anne
Marie Currier if you would like to sponsor a poinsettia. The cost will be $15.00.

PLAN TO ATTEND THE FOLLOWING SERVICES AND BRING A FRIEND

Sunday, December 22, 2024 A special service of music led by our choir and
others, as we celebrate the Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Family Service 7:00p.m.
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